
How Christian
Zionists Wield
Electoral Power in
the United States
While Christian Zionism may represent a minority religious ideology in the United
States, its influence has a long history.  This article surfaces the ways Christian Zionists
have wielded electoral power to usher in the most Christian Zionist US government in
history under the Trump administration. While many have invoked “fascism,” “Christian
nationalism,” and “white supremacy” as monikers for the threat of this US
administration, the influence of all these ideologies is encapsulated in the
fundamentalist logic of Christian Zionism. To discount this religious ideology’s influence
disguises the fuller intent and scope of the harmful policies the Trump administration
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has implemented at a staggering rate. Beyond the policies outlined in Project 2025, an
inability to recognize Christian Zionism’s particular influence can hamper political
prognostication and strategic response. Indeed, analysis of the United States’ relationship
to Israel and the Middle East often fails to even mention the influence of Christian Zionist
advocacy or power, thereby failing to diagnose moves beyond capitalist interest. As the
United States enables the Israeli regime’s ongoing genocide in Gaza and risks regional
warfare with attacks on Iran, Lebanon, Syria, and elsewhere, understanding the theological
imperatives guiding policy becomes essential: rather than hawkish missteps, these are
deliberate steps toward supposed biblical end times, at the cost of tens of thousands of
lives.2
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As this essay demonstrates, Christian Zionism’s growth in power is not purely a side effect
of recent global rightward shifts against democracy as some may assume, but has for
decades been a method aimed and then used to suppress democratic measures to gain
electoral and administrative power in the United States.  Even as younger Christian
evangelicals move away from pro-Israel fidelity, those in power maintain a right-wing
supremacy doctrine intertwined with Christian nationalism and racial capitalism.  
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The result is a movement that has helped to foster, insulate, and embolden a racist global
war machine: the Israeli regime alongside the United States. Amid global geopolitical
entropy and climate disaster, this form of fascism represents a threat to all notions of global
cooperation, international legal order, and distributive economic systems. But to Christian
Zionists, even the poorest among them, such is the prophesized precursor to Jesus’s
return.   5
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International, 2004, https://stephensizer.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/ebook_sizer.pdf; Max
Blumenthal, “The Christian Zionist Leading the International Court of Justice,” Transcend Media Service,
February 2025, https://www.transcend.org/tms/2025/02/the-christian-zionist-leading-the-international-
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6. For a deeper look at the ideology, see Sizer, Christian Zionists. 
7. Samual Breidbart, “The Supreme Court’s Presidential Immunity Ruling Undermines Democracy,” Brennan
Center for Justice, October 1, 2024, https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/supreme-
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Affect Us in 2025?” Campaign Legal Center, January 21, 2025, https://campaignlegal.org/update/how-does-
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Amid an urgent historical moment, understanding the rise and scale of Christian Zionist
power is as critical as understanding its ideological contours.   The electoral power this
religious political group now wields is coupled with decreased democratic accountability
across the US electoral system, and, namely, the unfettered influence of monied interests.
The foundations of this philosophy are already shaking with younger Christian evangelicals,
but the consolidated power of older Christian Zionists makes such shifts less impactful
electorally without a larger, intersectional mass movement. To that end, this article
discusses the counterintuitive political economy of this movement and concludes with how
Christian Zionism’s electoral history bears on present efforts to wield electoralism for
Palestinian rights.
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20TH CENTURY POLITICAL POWER

Christian Zionists have successfully leveraged electoral politics to gain power and influence
in Congress for longer than many realize; they represent the most unwavering and largest
front for the pro-Israel lobby in the United States, surpassing Jewish or secular Zionist
groups. Understanding their growth in the 20th century demonstrates the convergence of
cultural narrative and both imperial and economic interests. 
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8. Charles C. Hilliard, Supremacy and Peace: The Principle of Benevolent Sovereignty in Search of a Political
Party (North River Press, 1956).
9. Hilliard, Supremacy and Peace; Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the
Middle East, 1945–2000 (University of California Press, 2001), chapter 1; Rashid Khalidi, “The Superpowers
and the Cold War in the Middle East,” in The Middle East and the United States: History, Politics, and Ideology,
6th edition, ed. David Lesch and Mark Haas (Routledge, 2018), 157–176.
10. McAlister, Epic Encounters.

Christian Zionist ideology first took root in the United States in part due to post-World War
II interest in the region as a site of contestation for geopolitical power, with seemingly
righteous US interest pitted against totalitarian communist Soviets and others.  In other
words, the Middle East was a proxy battleground for the Cold War, with the United States
vying for a “benevolent supremacy” over the Soviet Union – especially as European powers’
influence receded and access to Middle East oil resources became more critical and
contested.  
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For Americans, this warfare was imbued with religious and moral overtones and a sense of
providence for their nation’s role in re-shaping the international world order – in part
because of the influence of popular religious fiction in film and literature throughout the
1950s and early 1960s and 1970s. Epics like The Robe and The Ten Commandments
became top-grossing movies in the United States, and Leon Uris’s book Exodus spent 80
weeks on the bestseller list before becoming the most popular film in America by 1961.
These media covered biblical stories of the Exodus and apocalyptic notions from
Revelations, with directors and commentators making direct allegories to modern political
dynamics involving Israel, the Soviet Union, and anti-colonial struggles.  Viewers were
primed to draw pseudo-religious comparisons to an evolving US foreign policy in the
Middle East. For example, 1956’s Ten Commandments retold the story of Moses leading his
people from slavery and against the oppression of the Pharaoh, while Uris’s Exodus
depicted the establishment of Israel and Zionism as a modern epic of the same nature in
which Jewish people were escaping persecution in Europe. Using a combination of reality,
biblical story, and fiction, these films engendered sympathy for the budding Zionist colonial
project, while casting the United States in a similar anti-authoritarian light against Soviet
interests and the sunsetting of colonial powers.
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This cultural phenomenon would bear significantly on the budding US-Israel relationship in
the aftermath of the 1967 “Naksa,” the six-day war in which Israel took control of the West
Bank, East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights, beginning an almost 60-year
military occupation to date. Israel’s massive land grab struck the US audience – particularly
evangelical Christians – as steeped in biblical narrative. Christian magazine editor L. Nelson
Bell captured the prevailing sentiment, writing that the Israeli victory “gives [the] student of
the Bible a renewed faith in the accuracy and validity of the Bible.” Many evangelicals
viewed the Zionist state’s sudden and massive territorial seizure as a modern manifestation
of the pseudo-biblical prophecies widely circulating in public discourse.  11

The trend intensified in the 1970s, when readership for religious literature in the United
States more than doubled.  It was then that Hal Lindsay’s The Late Great Planet Earth, a
fictionalized account of biblical prophecy in Palestine, became a New York Times bestseller
with millions of readers.  At this critical juncture of the Middle East becoming a site of vital
importance to US dominance, televangelists and the state would soon capitalize on popular
religious interest to signify, and seek divine alignment between, US foreign policy and
supposed biblical prophecy.

12

13

14

11. McAlister, Epic Encounters, chapter 5 via CBS Evening News, August 7, 1980. Accessible by request at
https://tvnews.vanderbilt.edu/siteindex/1980-8.
12. McAlister, Epic Encounters.
13.  Erin A. Smith, “The Late Great Planet Earth Made the Apocalypse a Popular Concern,” HUMANITIES 38, no.
1 (Winter 2017), https://www.neh.gov/humanities/2017/winter/feature/the-late-great-planet-earth-made-the-
apocalypse-popular-concern. 
14.McAlister, Epic Encounters, chapter 1.
 15. Michael Sean Winters, God’s Right Hand: How Jerry Falwell Made God a Republican and Baptized the
American Right (HarperCollins, 2012).
16. Chip Berlet and Jean Hardisty, Drifting Right and Going Wrong: An Overview of the U.S. Political Right
(Political Research Associates, 2003). 

Leaning into this cultural phenomenon, two televangelists became some of the most
influential leaders of the 20th century Christian Zionist movement: Jerry Falwell and Pat
Robertson. Both used their media and pastoral platforms for extensive grassroots
campaigns to influence elections and politicians in power. Falwell established The Moral
Majority in 1979, a movement that activated thousands of churches and millions of
registered voters for collective political action and votes.  By 2003, successive versions of
this Christian Zionist lobby became the Republican Party’s largest voting bloc, with close
ties between its leadership and the Israeli government from the outset.
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18. For Reagan’s reaction to the news, see Matthew L. Allen, “Reagan’s Secure Line,” The New York Times, June
7, 2010, https://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/07/opinion/07allen.html. 
19. Winters, God’s Right Hand. See also UPI, “Moral Majority Leader Jerry Falwell Says Israeli Prime Minister…,”
July 6, 1981, https://www.upi.com/Archives/1981/07/06/Moral-Majority-leader-Jerry-Falwell-says-Israeli-
Prime-Minister/7833363240000/; Joe L. Kincheloe and George Staley, “The Menachem Begin-Jerry Falwell
Connection: A Revolution in Fundamentalism,” Journal of Thought 17, no. 2 (1982): 35–39.
20. Kincheloe and Staley, “The Menachem Begin-Jerry Falwell Connection.” See also NLI, “1981 Elections,”
National Library of Israel, accessed December 3, 2025,
https://web.nli.org.il/sites/nli/english/collections/treasures/elections/all_elections/pages/e1981.aspx. 
21. Donald Wagner, “Short Fuse to Apocalypse?,” Sojourners Magazine, July-August 2003,
https://sojo.net/magazine/july-august-2003/short-fuse-apocalypse. See also Halah Ahmad, “Tourism in Service
of Occupation and Annexation,” Al-Shabaka, October 13, 2020, https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/tourism-in-
service-of-occupation-and-annexation/. 
22. John Herbers, “Religious Leaders Tell of Worry on ‘Armageddon’ View Ascribed to Reagan,” The New York
Times, October 21, 1984, https://www.nytimes.com/1984/10/21/us/religious-leaders-tell-of-worry-on-
armageddon-view-ascribed-to-reagan.html. See also Wagner, “Short Fuse to Apocalypse?”
23. Ronnie Dugger, “Does Reagan Expect a Nuclear Armageddon?,” Washington Post, April 18, 1984. While
some believe the rapture will occur after a period of tribulations, this notion of the rapture complements the fact
that leadership in the Reagan administration in 1983 was planning around the likely death of top US government
officials at the start of any nuclear warfare, reportedly because of intelligence that the Soviets could take out
leadership immediately. See, for instance Marc Ambinder, The Brink: President Reagan and the Nuclear War
Scare of 1983 (Simon & Schuster, 2018), chapter 8.

Falwell, for instance, was reportedly given a jet by Israel and was bestowed an award (the
Jabotinsky Centennial Medal) by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin in 1980.  When
Begin unilaterally bombed Iraq’s nuclear reactor in 1981 he called Falwell for support from
the evangelical base to defend Israel’s actions.  Falwell repeated Begin’s narrative about
the bombing to his parishioners and across major media, contesting the National Council of
Churches’ opposition to the attack.  This move was critical to counter public pressure on
Reagan to stop weapons shipments to Israel due to the attack, and it helped solidify US
Christian support for Begin as he looked to shore up his international image in the midst of a
legislative election for his Likud Party.  Begin would also direct the Tourism Bureau to bring
fundamentalist pastors like Falwell for “Holy Tours,” a model that continued to grow as an
Israeli political courtship tactic.  Both Falwell and Robertson had close ties to the Reagan
administration, emphasizing the need to prepare for – or rather usher in – the battle of
Armageddon, which Reagan referenced on multiple occasions.  It was in part for this
reason that Reagan advocated for military strength in the United States, while he and
Attorney General Edwin Meese reportedly prayed for Armageddon to come (though
presumably they would be saved from it themselves through the rapture).
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24. This was on account of the Consortium Agreement of 1954, which gave 50% ownership of Iranian oil
production to foreign companies, of which 40% belonged to five American companies. See an original copy of
the agreement here: https://inlibris.com/item/bn57173/ and official record here: US Department of State,
Foreign Relations of the United States, 1952–1954, Iran, 1951–1954, vol. X, doc. 449, “Telegram - The
Ambassador in the United Kingdom (Aldrich) to the Department of State,” April 1, 1954,
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1952-54v10/d449. National Security Archive, “CIA Confirms
Role in 1953 Iran Coup,” August 19, 2013, https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB435/; Al Jazeera,
“UK’s Lead Role in 1953 Iran Coup d’État Exposed,” August 18, 2020,
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/8/18/uks-lead-role-in-1953-iran-coup-detat-exposed. 
25. This number draws from two sources. On US oil supply from Iran (555,000 barrels per day in 1978): US
Energy Information Administration, "US Imports from Iran of Crude Oil and Petroleum Products (Thousand
Barrels per Day)," accessed December 1, 2025, https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/hist/LeafHandler.ashx?
n=pet&s=mttim_nus-nir_2&f=m. On total US oil supply (18.8 million barrels per day): Office of Technology
Assessment, US Congress, US Oil Import Vulnerability: The Technical Replacement Capability, US Government
Printing Office, 1991, https://www.princeton.edu/~ota/disk1/1991/9143/914304.PDF. 
26. Michael Corbett, “Oil Shock of 1973-74,” Federal Reserve History, accessed December 3, 2025,
https://www.federalreservehistory.org/essays/oil-shock-of-1973-74; Donald A. Watt, "Arab Oil Embargo of
1973," Research Starters, EBSCO Research, https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/arab-oil-
embargo-1973.

Under Reagan, the United States participated actively in the warfare between Iran and Iraq
in ways that show the marriage of US right-wing religious ideology and imperial economic
interests. To be sure, the United States’ interests in Iran predated Reagan; the CIA
facilitated the 1953 coup that instated Reza Shah Pahlavi as monarch of Iran over the
democratically-elected Mohammed Mossadegh, who had moved to nationalize Iranian oil
resources (of which US companies owned 20% of profits).  Of course, the United States
would then oppose Pahlavi’s deposition in the Iranian Revolution of January 1979, which
threatened roughly 3% of US oil supply.  The American public and US economy had
already been jolted by oil prices just a few years before, when President Nixon backed Israel
in the 1973 Yom Kippur War and OPEC countries responded by cutting off oil to the United
States for five months – quadrupling oil prices and causing a global price shock that rattled
the US dollar in addition to threatening roughly 7% of US oil consumption.  Hence when
the United States backed Iraqi warfare against Iran, it was not without critical stakes in oil
supply and profit upsets having rocked the past decade.
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Following the revolution, Iran halted all multinational oil companies’ operations, but the
United States had already stopped sourcing oil from Iran during the 1979-81 hostage crisis
that ended as Reagan took office. In addition, the shah had rejected Western attempts to
renew their 1953 agreements for foreign companies’ 50% stake in Iranian oil profits. Soon
thereafter, the armageddonist Reagan backed Iraqi attacks on Khuzestan, an oil-producing
province of Iran. 
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negotiations throughout the 1970s to ensure continued oil supply after the Consortium Agreement’s scheduled
expiration in 1979. Federal intelligence notes record competing demands between the United States and the
shah. See, for instance Department of State, “Intelligence Note RECN-36 Prepared in the Bureau of Intelligence
and Research, December 6, 1972,” in Foreign Relations of the United States, 1969–1976, volume E-4:
Documents on Iran and Iraq, 1969–1972, United States Government Printing Office, 2006, doc. 239,
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76ve04/d239. 
28.  Ian Black. “Iran and Iraq Remember War that Cost More than a Million Lives,” The Guardian, September
23, 2010, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/sep/23/iran-iraq-war-anniversary.
29. Donald Wagner, “Reagan and Begin, Bibi and Jerry: The Theopolitical Alliance of the Likud Party with the
American Christian ‘Right,’” Arab Studies Quarterly 20, no. 4 (1998): 33–51.
30. Alessandra Stanley, “Faith in a True Believer,” Time, February 16, 1987,
https://time.com/archive/6708373/faith-in-a-true-believer/; Wagner, “Reagan and Begin, Bibi and Jerry. See
also Seth Rogovoy, “The Secret Jewish History of Oliver North,” The Forward, May 8, 2018,
https://forward.com/culture/400643/the-secret-jewish-history-of-oliver-north/.
31.  Peter Kornbluh and Malcolm Byrne, eds. “The Iran-Contra Affair 20 Years On,” National Security Archive
Electronic Briefing Book No. 210, November 24, 2006,
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB210/index.htm. 
32. Yale University Law School, “Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United
States and the Government of Israel on Strategic Cooperation, November 30, 1981,” Avalon Project, accessed
December 3, 2025, https://avalon.law.yale.edu/21st_century/pal03.asp; Bernard Gwertzman, “U.S. and Israel
Sign Strategic Accord to Counter Soviet Threat: Text of Memorandum,” The New York Times, December 1,
1981, https://www.nytimes.com/1981/12/01/world/us-israel-sign-strategic-accord-counter-soviet-text-
memorandum-page-a14.html. 

Christian Zionists viewed the war and Reagan’s escalatory moves against the new Islamic
Republic as an awaited battle, while capitalist interests likewise sought stable oil supply and
profits, especially relative to the Soviets.  In this foreign policy case study, cynically-
aligned interests driven by religion and US capital would enable the deaths of half a million
people, largely in Iran, over the course of that war.  This and other foreign policy measures
were the subject of several private White House briefings for popular Christian Zionist
figures like Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, and Hal Lindsey.  
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To complicate this picture, the Reagan administration was also covertly selling weapons to
Iran in the infamous “Iran-Contra Affair.” While the specifics of that controversy are
complex, one of the lead architects was a key intermediary to the Christian Zionist lobby,
Robert MacFarlane, alongside his aide at the National Security Council, Oliver North – a
“born again” evangelical Christian Zionist.  As a national security advisor to Reagan,
MacFarlane enlisted NSA resources to sell thousands of munitions to Iran under supposed
agreements to return American hostages held by Iran-supported proxy groups.  The
resulting US policy was both illegal and irrational, but it contributed to more destruction
between two oil-rich countries, Iraq and Iran, and a weakening of both. What followed was
a security agreement between Israel and the United States with no concessions, the 1981
Strategic Cooperation Agreement, which signified the start of closer coordination with
Israel to deter Soviet threats and their like in the Middle East.
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Meanwhile, Israel had invaded Lebanon to attack the PLO and refused to remove their
forces until the PLO was ousted.  Notorious for their pro-Israel stances, MacFarlane and
North ultimately represented early Christian Zionist power brokers willing to forgo
democratic norms and allow American casualties in favor of ideological alignment with
Israel. But they were not alone in their convictions; in fact, both North and MacFarlane were
lauded and defended by a Christian Zionist lobby led by Pat Robertson. Even amid
subsequent investigations and Robertson’s prospective presidential bid, Robertson called
North “a great American hero” and lauded the affair on his show, “The 700 Club.”
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Marion “Pat” Robertson was a religious broadcaster and Southern Baptist Minister who
founded and chaired the Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN). After helping to elect
Reagan, he himself ran for resident on the Republican ticket in 1988, coming in third after
George H.W. Bush (Bush senior) and Bob Dole.  He then played a pivotal role in Bush
senior’s (unsuccessful) reelection campaign.  Robertson ultimately helped shepherd a path
to mainstreaming both the modern Christian right’s religious views and their access to
political power through his political advocacy group, the Christian Coalition, through
private meetings and lobbying of religious leaders, and through his nationwide television
show. Bush senior’s reelection campaign dramatically illustrated Robertson’s influence in
Republican politics at the highest level, though data on the degree of Robertson’s illegal
coordination with the campaign and electioneering did not emerge until several years
later.  For example, Robertson personally chose over 30 Bush reelection campaign leaders,
providing a list in 1992 of “persons [he] would like to see as Bush campaign co-chairmen.”
Then, when the Christian Coalition alerted the Bush campaign that their base favored
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Bush’s opponent, Robertson interviewed Bush senior on “The 700 Club,” using pre-
determined questions and emphasizing Bush’s “recourse to prayer.” After the interview, the
Christian Coalition distributed over 40 million voter guides across 100,000 churches to a
targeted list of likely supporters, a list likely obtained illegally through campaign data
coordination according to CNN documents.  Robertson had the ear of the Bush campaign
in part due to his effectiveness, alongside Falwell, in organizing the Christian right in the
lead-up to his own presidential campaign in 1988. From 1985 to 1990, the Christian Zionist
lobby mobilized to overturn UN Resolution 3379, which in 1975 had declared Zionism a
form of “racism and racial discrimination.”  After the US Congress and president signed a
resolution calling on the UN to repeal it, in 1985 the resolution was overturned – a rare
redaction.  After years of advocacy from other Zionist groups such as the World Jewish
Congress, the success of this effort was largely due to the National Christian Leadership
Conference, affiliated with but older than Falwell’s Moral Majority.
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The cultural and religious pretexts for the earlier 20th century justifications of US foreign
policy in Palestine would emerge again in the 1990s on account of the influence and
electoral organizing power of figures like Falwell and Robertson. Despite lawsuits following
the Christian Coalition’s illegal election activity, the group distributed 20 million voter
guides in the 1992 elections and over 40 million voter guides in the 1996 midterm elections,
including at over 22,000 churches.  Following on from the previous decades, the 1990s
saw the United States cut off relations with Iran and impose sanctions. Since the Iran-Iraq
War, Christian Zionists have closely watched periodic regional escalations and proxy wars, 
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with a pro-war orientation toward regional escalation and the prevention of a Palestinian
state.43

In a revival of the 1970s trend, the Left Behind biblical-fiction series by Tim LaHaye, an
associate of Falwell, became a multi-year New York Times bestseller. The series again drew
the American public into a plot interpreting present politics within biblical apocalyptic
dispensations approaching the end times. In 1996, the Christian Coalition, led by Ralph
Reed, raised $26 million to oppose Bill Clinton’s election.  It would then raise a more
modest $3 million to support the election of George W. Bush, but the leadership of these
movements was reconfiguring in this period.  Newer voices like Pastor John Hagee would
begin to interpret post-Cold War and post-Soviet politics in terms of an armageddon war
with Israel and the United States pitted against Muslim countries.  Relations with Iran
continue to be central to this understanding of imminent war, and this is no more explicit
than now with the current US administration and the June 2025 military campaign against
Iran. US military campaigns alongside or via Israel in Gaza, Lebanon, and Yemen have all
involved a vision for the protection and formation of Greater Israel among both the leading
far-right Israeli government and among US Christian Zionists. 
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21ST CENTURY POLITICAL POWER

By the turn of the century the Christian right voting bloc had solidified its influence. As
such, President George W. Bush (Bush junior) was also likely influenced by a combination
of this Christian Zionist activism, US imperial interests, and his own belief system. While an
evangelical “born again” Christian himself and notoriously religious, Bush junior was not as
vocally adherent to such messianic Zionist views as his predecessors (e.g., Reagan),
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 but ardently believed he was enacting the will of God through his foreign policy.  While
Falwell was sometimes credited for his role in supporting Reagan’s election, historian and
Reagan biographer Lou Cannon posits a larger role for Falwell in Bush junior’s election,
noting that “George W. Bush almost certainly would have failed to win the presidency in
2000 without Mr. Falwell’s evangelical foot soldiers.”
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Bush junior’s policies reveal Christian Zionist influence. Even as Bush made a show of
chastising Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon for expansions of Maale Adumim settlements
east of Jerusalem, he generally looked away while such settlements undermined the Oslo
Accords.  However disingenuous about Palestinian statehood and damaging Oslo may
have been, these settlements were a clear physical obstacle to maintaining East Jerusalem
as Palestine’s capital.  Bush similarly backtracked on promises made in the Middle East
Quartet’s “roadmap for peace” and on Palestinian statehood in 2003 after receiving over
50,000 postcards from the Apostolic Congress, another Christian Zionist advocacy group,
in opposition to peace talks between Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and Ariel
Sharon.  Then, after concluding his tenure as president, with no election to worry about,
Bush spoke at a fringe Christian Zionist organization known for its Jewish conversion
agenda to usher in the end times: the Messianic Jewish Bible Institute conference.
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The move, which some believe is reflective of Bush’s previously veiled religious views on
the end of times, was criticized even by Jewish Zionist groups, which view such initiatives
as openly antisemitic.53

From a teleological perspective, that is, from the perspective of effects and outcomes if not
intent, Bush did the most as president to advance the armageddonists’ great war, starting
“endless,” untracked warfare across over a dozen largely Muslim countries after the
September 11 attacks.  It was neither a coincidence nor without political power that
televangelists and public officials would characterize this violence as America at war with
Satan himself via Islam and Muslims.  Bush was known for his certainty on this point: A
former advisor to his father and Reagan, Bruce Bartlett, said, “Bush is so clear-eyed…about
the Islamic fundamentalist enemy. He believes you have to kill them all…he truly believes
he’s on a mission from God.”  Bush believed he acted in God’s – and by extension Israel’s –
interests; indeed, Bush’s invasion of Iraq, which he at one point termed a “crusade,” was
based in large part on Israeli intelligence allegedly proving the existence of weapons of
mass destruction, which (then former) Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu testified
about in Congress.  
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That intelligence was later proven false, but proof would not have mattered.  As Barlett
said, “[Bush] dispense[d] with people who confront him with inconvenient facts.”
Moreover, Christian Zionist leaders in this period had shifted their anti-Soviet prophecy to
the “war on terror” as a religious war on Islam, echoing the language and general thrust of
Bush’s speeches moralizing US warfare.
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Even as subsequent Democratic administrations would rally an anti-war American
constituency to win elections, they were still subject to preexisting Christian Zionist
influence combined with Jewish and secular Zionist advocacy on the political left.  Despite
less religious adherence to a pro-war Christian Zionist agenda as Republicans, Democrats
did not end the wars or stand in the way of Israel’s continued efforts to undermine
Palestinian statehood, allowing the influence of Christian Zionist-friendly administrations to
set sticky paths for future policy.  Under President Obama, the United States voted against
even “observer status” for Palestine at the United Nations, one of just nine countries
including Israel to do so.  And despite Netanyahu’s infamous speech before Congress to
oppose Obama on a nuclear deal with Iran, Obama still approved the largest 10-year aid
package to Israel to date: $38 billion, a clear testament to the pro-Israel lobby’s power.
While Christian Zionist lobby groups failed to stop the Iran nuclear deal, their ally and right
hand to Netanyahu, Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer, secured Obama’s $38 billion and was
a regular speaker at Christian Zionist conferences. During this period, a new Christian
Zionist organization was quickly taking up the mantle as the dominant Christian right
advocacy group: Christians United for Israel, or CUFI, founded in 2006. Dermer spoke to
CUFI on several occasions, defending Israeli massacres in Gaza in 2014 and seeking to rally 
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the group’s grassroots electoral base against any leader standing in the way of Israeli
interests.65

Similarly, Biden’s campaign narrowly defeated Donald Trump in 2020, even when far right-
wing policies had caused over a million preventable deaths during the COVID-19 pandemic
– a dynamic of preventable suffering relevant to political economy factors discussed
below.  But Biden was never going to backtrack on Christian Zionist wins or warfare: Biden
was a self-proclaimed Zionist who oversaw the genocide of tens of thousands of
Palestinians in Gaza, with more Palestinians killed, displaced, injured, and imprisoned than in
the 1948 Nakba.  To be sure, Christian Zionists continued to apply pressure during Biden’s
term. After Obama’s election, the Christian Zionist group Faith and Freedom Coalition
emerged. Led by Ralph Reed, a former leader of the Christian Coalition, the group
deployed voter guides and mass mobilization efforts among millions of Christian voters
during midterm elections under Biden.  It also announced $62 million spent on voter
turnout in the 2024 general election in favor of Trump, aiming to mobilize over seven
million voters with traditionally lower turnout rates.
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Reports after his loss found that Biden never pushed Israel for a ceasefire even as the
genocide hampered his already-low approval ratings.  That said, Obama’s or Biden’s
Zionist bona fides were arguably more attributable to a weakened democratic system and
the permeation of the broader Zionist pro-Israel lobby rather than the specifically Christian
Zionist one. Yet Democrats failed to stop the advance of an armageddon agenda by
Christian Zionist-friendly administrations, an intransigence that allowed the metaphorical
“goal posts” to be set by those administrations and contribute to Bush’s wars and Trump’s
unprecedented actions to erase Palestine and reverse de-escalatory agreements with Iran. 
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The weakening of US elections and the increased role of monied interests is a key site of
right-wing Zionist influence as Zionist donors worked across the political spectrum toward
the same aims. Among the more than one third of major donors ($900,000+) to Biden’s
“Victory Fund” who are staunchly pro-Israel, virtually all of them are Jewish rather than
Christian Zionist, but they formed part of the same war-mongering voices during Israel’s
genocide.  In other words, both Christian Zionist donors on the right and Jewish Zionist
donors on the left aim to ensure continuous and unfettered aid to Israel, undermining both
US and international law in the process. And while not all donations come with clear strings,
many of these political donors openly used their access and influence to communicate
opposition to any motion from the Biden administration criticizing Israel or threatening to
reduce the scale of the weaponry the United States was providing.
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Similarly, those politicians receiving the most money from the pro-Israel lobby were most
likely to support Israel’s warfare in Gaza, according to analysis conducted by The
Guardian.73
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the largest share of billionaire donors in the 2024 US presidential election with over 70% of
billionaire donations.  Mega-donors Miriam Adelson, Paul Singer, the late Bernard Marcus
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of the Christian Zionist agenda, funding pro-Israel candidates including Trump, as well as
such hawkish think tanks as the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies and Christian
Zionist propagandist groups like the Philos Project and the Museum of the Bible.  Such
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parts of the United States.
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Notwithstanding Obama or Biden’s pro-Israel policies, the most Christian Zionist
administration was Donald Trump’s first administration – until his second. From Vice
President Mike Pence, an ardent evangelical Christian Zionist, to Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and white supremacist Steve Bannon as chief strategist, powerful placements of
Christian Zionists led to an accelerationist policy of normalizing the rapid expansion of
illegal Israeli settlements, moving the US embassy to Jerusalem, ending funding to the UN
Relief and Works Agency serving Palestine refugees of 1948, targeting US-based activism
for Palestine, and, of course, Trump’s “Deal of the Century,” which all but erased any notion
of Palestinian self-determination or core demands. 
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As ambassador to Israel, Trump appointed David Friedman, who actively fundraised for
illegal Israeli settlements in the Occupied West Bank through US and Israeli nonprofit
networks, working in close partnership with Christian Zionist groups.77

In turn, Israeli government leaders, now largely representing far-right political parties,
dramatically accelerated construction of settlements, pursued the eviction of hundreds of
Palestinians in Jerusalem, and increased demolitions of homes in Masafer Yatta and areas
connecting Jerusalem to major West Bank settlements.78
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These mass land grabs echo the events that gave early Zionist fervor to Christian
evangelicals after Israeli seizure of the West Bank in 1967, which they believe signaled
impending Israeli rule across historic Palestine and beyond – and thus the coming of Jesus
and supposed biblical prophecy.79

In the current administration, the key Christian Zionist figures include Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, Secretary of Defense (now War) Pete Hegseth, Secretary of Homeland
Security Kristi Noem, Secretary of Education Linda McMahon, Director of the Office of
Management and Budget Russell Vought, US Homeland Security Advisor Stephen Miller,
and US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee.  The overlap between white supremacists
and Christian Zionists in the administration is prominent; Project 2025 and Project Esther,
originating from the Heritage Foundation, both move to advance Christian Zionist views of
the end of times and white supremacist visions to protect the privilege of white (and largely
Protestant) Americans while suppressing pro-Palestinian advocacy.  Like Robertson’s role
in the Bush campaign, it was the Heritage Foundation (whose lead author of its policy plans 
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“This is the first time we’ve had connections with as many people in
national government as we do now.” 

– Pastor Doug Wilson, co-founder of the Communion of Reformed
Evangelical Churches, a Christian nationalist church to which Secretary

Pete Hegseth belongs
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was Vought) that prepared a list of thousands of figures to be placed in the Trump
administration and bureaucratic jobs across federal agencies.  These leaders have created
little distinction between Christian nationalism, led by the evangelical right, and Christian
Zionism, also led by the evangelical right and many of the same figures. Secretary Hegseth
has also started an optional prayer service for staff within the Department of War, in what
some believe to be an explicit orientation toward both a Christian nationalist and
armageddonist agenda.
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The overlap with Christian nationalism is not a coincidence; the same eschatology that
results in Zionism on the Christian right also results in an agenda of Christianizing the
country and removing the state from welfare and aid programs worldwide: A weaker
welfare state means more generalized precarity, creating both the pretext for Jesus’s return
and the impetus for the public to turn to Church groups and faith. This is how the Christian
nationalist and armageddonist agenda extends also to the Department of Health and
Human Services, the office of the Attorney General, the Treasury, the Federal
Communications Commissioner, and dominant voices on the Supreme Court, who voted to
overturn women’s rights and have hampered executive and corporate accountability
through the court system.84

One of the most direct overlaps in pro-Israel strategy domestically concerns a
weaponization of antisemitism to silence critique of the Israeli regime while also creating the
precedent to suppress other forms of speech. While it is beyond the scope of this article to
extrapolate all of the alignments with Christian nationalist, supremacist, and Zionist agendas 
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across these figures and agencies, many examples have been unearthed by such civil
society and legal organizations as PalLegal, American Muslims for Palestine, Jewish Voice
for Peace, the US Campaign for Palestinian Rights, 7amleh, and Al-Shabaka. Examples of
the weaponization of antisemitism reveal its intent as a cudgel to discipline government
agencies of all kinds into alignment with the Trump agenda – and to discipline pro-
Palestinian Jewish organizations.  Indeed, the heads of the federal Task Force on Anti-
Semitism are largely Christian Zionist figures and longtime pro-Israel advocates who helped
inform the Project 2025 policy agenda. Similarly, Christian Zionist Victoria Coates was the
lead author of Project Esther, the policy plan supposedly targeting antisemitism (but in fact
criminalizing anti-Israel critique), alongside hawkish figures from the Israeli right like Daniel
Flesch (who is also American).  Collaborations between the right-wing Israeli government
and Christian Zionists in the United States signal a cynical strategy with widespread
domestic and foreign consequences. Certainly some of the Christian Zionist right’s success
in electing Donald Trump a second time is the failure of the Democratic establishment to
rally voters in the 2024 election cycle, resulting in lower Democratic turnout in key states
and cities.  Notably, according to polling data a significant portion of that voter apathy was
due to or exacerbated by inaction to stop the genocide in Gaza.  Still, the Christian Zionist
and broader pro-Israel lobby had also grown stronger and more emboldened under
Trump’s first term and the resulting anti-democratic movement. The preeminent Zionist
lobby, Christians United for Israel (CUFI) now boasts over 10 million members, roughly a
quarter of the number of Christian evangelicals who believe that Israel and the Jewish
people have a divine right to the land of Palestine (1 in 8 Americans).
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Yet perhaps more important than these numbers is the unchecked financial power of these
groups, as – as indicated above – Zionist donors dominate electoral fundraising across both
Democratic and Republican candidates.  This financial reality helps to explain not only
Trump’s victory but also the failure of Democrats to differentiate themselves from
Republicans on Israel even amid a livestreamed genocide in Gaza. Importantly, while many
funders are not themselves Christians, the funding of Christian Zionist and Christian
nationalist figures by Zionist mega-donors represents an attempt to extend Israel’s largest
and most natural grassroots base – not Jewish communities, but Christian fundamentalists.
This is evidenced as well in the widespread state-level passage of anti-BDS bills as well as
antisemitism bills silencing critique of Israel; these often begin in states where Jewish
populations are a small minority but Christian Zionists hold sway, like Alabama, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas.  Groups such as AIPAC have supported these efforts,
empowering a Christian religious minority and its ideological kin.
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The largest case study of such financial influence in US elections occurred in fact before the
general election of 2024, when the pro-Israel lobby successfully ousted two of the most
pro-Palestinian incumbent members of Congress.  Jamaal Bowman of New York and Cori
Bush of Missouri were defeated in the most expensive primaries in history, with their
opponents backed by pro-Israel political bodies and donors.
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In effect, the political advocacy groups AIPAC and Democratic Majority for Israel
demonstrated that there was no price too high to pay to oust a popular Democratic
incumbent candidate for another, pro-Israel one.  The Marcus Foundation and Miriam
Adelson contributed millions to the United Democracy PAC, which also targeted those
races. As major funders of Christian Zionist groups, their influence was a sign of the
administration to come. Collectively, the lobby proved that they have the funds and
fundraising power to win in multiple races in the same year. When Trump thereafter won
the election, the strength of billionaire power over grassroots power was only more
instantiated. When Trump thereafter won the election, the strength of billionaire power
over grassroots power was only more instantiated.  Christian Zionists therefore have not
only grassroots power and influential government placements; they also have what is
perhaps the strongest form of electoral power on their side: billionaire influence over US
elections. Since the Supreme Court ruled in favor of unfettered election spending in the
2010 Citizens United case, US elections have seen unprecedented fundraising for
campaigns, and with it, the growing influence of the wealthiest individuals and
corporations.
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THE PARADOX OF CHRISTIAN ZIONIST POLITICAL ECONOMY

tYet there may be reason to expect the political-economic dynamics of the present to
begin to weaken the Christian Zionist movement’s power, at the very moment its agenda is
most likely to be implemented both domestically and internationally. This is because most
political movements are predicated on access to a benefit or privilege, dismantlement of an
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acute injustice or disadvantage, or establishment of systems that benefit adherents in some
way—much like religion promises paradise for good deeds and faith.  Christian Zionist
philosophy is like this in some ways, as many evangelical Christians believe in the “rapture”
and a “prosperity gospel” that suggests they will be blessed in worldly ways through
faithfulness to the Bible and God’s will, including a belief that “blessing” Israel will likewise
cause one to be blessed.  In addition, Christian Zionism and Jewish Zionism are both tied
to racialized visions of a privileged colonial position or salvation that condemns a racialized
other to displacement, violence, death, and systemic disadvantage.  But the Christian
Zionist ideology is also paradoxical in that its benefit involves an intervening period of
intense suffering, both personal and global, such that any benefit is deferred and may never
be realized.  That is, Jesus’s return, according to dispensationalist eschatology, is
contingent on mass warfare, hunger, and disease (according to Revelations). Those who
work toward that outcome thereby work toward their own and others’ suffering, optimizing
for a deferred reality at odds with one’s own interests – and certainly at odds with the
interests of Jewish people in Palestine, who are expected to suffer immensely. 
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While it is true that pre-millenialists often believe they will be raptured before the ultimate
period of tribulations, the signs of that period being imminent would be tantamount to signs
of the coming rapture, and there is disagreement about whether the rapture comes before
or after the tribulations.101
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Understanding this notion explains why adherents might rationalize some of the harmful
policy moves of Project 2025, and why leaders would usher in a policy of deprivation.
However, Vought, who identifies as a Christian nationalist, seems to ascribe primarily to
exceptionalizing advantage (granting benefits to a much more limited set of largely white,
Christian citizens), while other Christian Zionist leaders suggest wider suffering will lead
people to a return to the Church.  This paradoxical dynamic is also why, in part, traditional
tools of progressive grassroots organizing and messaging for political support of various
policies do not hold among the Christian right.
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The departure from this philosophy of suffering among some on the Christian right seeks to
exceptionalize and protect a White Christian person from the suffering their ideology seeks
to establish. Figures like Tucker Carlson, former conservative Fox News anchor and now
independent journalist and YouTube streamer with over four million followers (and over 16
million on X); Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene, a far right MAGA figure who has
become outspoken about ending “foreign wars;” and other conservative leaders who have
recently departed from unconditional support for Israel all fall in a category of “America
First” ideals with special condemnation for the persecution of Christians, though this occurs
as part of broader persecution of Palestinian and Arab peoples.103
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Whereas these same impulses have been readily leveraged and amplified by pro-Israel
groups to capitalize on Christian nationalist ideologies toward foreign warfare, an emergent
conservative movement is breaking with the presumptive Zionist and armageddonist
alignment.104

Polling of American Christians, particularly Protestants who are the largest adherents to
Christian Zionism, suggests that there is significantly less support for Israel among younger
generations.  This decrease in support even preceded the beginning of the genocide in
Gaza in 2023 and has continued since, alongside broader trends in younger Americans’
opposition to Israeli warfare.  But such decreases in evangelical fidelity to right-wing
political figures has not yet resulted in a change in broader lobbying or power, suggesting
the older generations have succeeded in allying with far right-wing groups to reduce the
democratic safeguards that would allow mass movements to obstruct their minority
views.  Still, older generations of Christian Zionists did not experience the effects of their
political philosophies at the scale possible now – in which their leaders are actively
removing public health safeguards, pursuing aggressive regional warfare amid a genocide,
undermining international court orders, escalating climate disaster-prone technologies
while removing climate regulation, weakening democratic systems, and redacting women’s 
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rights, among other agendas of suffering and control.  It is yet to be seen whether such
faithful adherence will hold for what is to come – but at least in the case of Biden, a major
pandemic’s deadly toll was at least part of what spurred his initial win.  
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CONCLUSIONS

“Americans – secular or religious – who find the
dispensationalists’ nightmarish visions appalling have scarcely
begun to grasp their pervasiveness, let alone consider how to

combat them.”  110

—Dr. Paul Boyer
The resonance of Christian Zionism has expanded and contracted in the past 77+ years in
the United States, but its electoral influence has mostly grown since the 1970s. 
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Its rise is a key case study in the ways extreme political groups more broadly have been able
to gain power and change policy across the US population. However, the power has
involved exceptionalizing advantage and disadvantage through the lens of end-of-times
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its proxies or Iran and other Middle Eastern governments.  The implications have been
wars with a toll largely borne by dehumanized others and an emboldened and hawkish
Israel. It follows that such policies would bolster right-wing, anti-democratic trends as they
have, correlating with the dramatic increase in billionaire influence in US elections. Indeed,
as the natural and largest partner to a Zionist agenda in the United States, the Christian right
and Christian nationalism has been bankrolled heavily by Christian, Jewish, and secular
Zionist billionaires alike, becoming a leading source of funding in US elections. 
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In effect, Christian Zionism has reshaped US politics, foreign policy, and democratic norms
through a fusion of racial capitalism, Christian nationalism, and Zionist eschatology. Its
paradoxical political economic value proposition – demanding suffering in service of
deferred prophetic reward or rapture – has produced an electoral bloc and donor base with
outsized power.  The electoral autocracy produced by right-wing and Christian Zionist
organizing is most threatened—for now—by a stronger democracy that can evolve with
evident generational shifts, the emergence of mass movements, and exposure of the
underlying contradictions of the Christian right’s weaponization of their theology in service
of an antisemitic vision of destruction.

112

113

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/remarks-annual-convention-national-association-evangelicals-orlando-fl
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/remarks-annual-convention-national-association-evangelicals-orlando-fl
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/hot-words-in-the-cold-war
https://newrepublic.com/article/156166/pence-pompeo-evanglicals-war-iran-christian-zionism
https://forward.com/opinion/675457/mike-huckabee-christian-zionism-israel-evangelical/
https://forward.com/opinion/675457/mike-huckabee-christian-zionism-israel-evangelical/
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/pro-democracy-organizing-against-autocracy-united-states-strategic-assessment
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/pro-democracy-organizing-against-autocracy-united-states-strategic-assessment


How Christian Zionists Wield Electoral Power | ISCZ Vol. 1 No. 2

56

114. Samer Badawi, “American Society Will Have to Divest from Israel Before Our Leaders,” +972 Magazine,
September 27, 2024, https://www.972mag.com/palestine-movement-us-local-elections/; Al Jazeera,
"Mamdani's New York Victory Boosts Pro-Palestine Politics in US," June 26, 2025,
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/26/mamdanis-new-york-victory-boosts-pro-palestine-politics-in-us. 

As such, intersectional resistance is pivotal to stop the broad-based suffering and violence
that the movement presently bolsters, especially as progressively fewer people are
insulated from the effects.

In recent years, as many Palestinian rights advocates have sought to wield unprecedented
electoral and grassroots power across the political spectrum to stop the flow of weapons to
Israel, and progressive groups seek to rally pro-Palestinian sentiment to secure major
electoral victories, this analysis may provide a generative and sobering understanding of
their opposition— and its paradoxical political economy.  Whether through counter-
electoral efforts or organized disruption of monied interests, the scale of an oppositional
movement must be larger and more ubiquitous to succeed.
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